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What conclusions can be drawn about the quantity and
quality of scientific work in the U.S.S.R.? The quantity,
to judge by the number of scientific papers published and
the number of workers employed, must be immense. It is
idle to guess at the precise number of scientific workers in
the U.S.S.R., because no reliable figures are available.
Thus Turin recently l gave the number as 32,617 in 804
institutes, but this is certainly an under-estimate. What is-
certain is that in all technological work (i.e., scientific work
in the various Commissariats) the limiting factor is not
money or laboratory space, but men. It is idle, too, to
compare the quantity of scientific work done in Russia
with that done in, say, the United States, because in Russia
all scientific work is in government departments whereas
in the United States a good deal of scientific work is done
privately by industry, and its results are not disclosed.
As to the quality of scientific work in the U.S.S.R., it is-
possible to be more specific. My own tentative opinions
are as follows.
(a) The view held by some enthusiasts in British countries,,
that Soviet scientists by virtue of their organisation and
planning are able to accomplish wonders impossible outside
the Soviet Union, is nonsense. Notwithstanding all
propaganda to the contrary there is no profound difference
between the organisation of science in the Soviet Union
and its organisation elsewhere. On paper every scientist
works to a plan and every problem has a bearing on some
need of the State. On paper it is all as the Webbs so
clearly describe it;2 the State, Planning Commission
(Gosplan) delegates the responsibility of planning science
to the Academy, and the Academy publishes very elaborate
plans which are co-ordinated with the master organisations
of Gosplan. The President of the Academy even releases
a summary of the plan to the press. But the actual situation
is that, in the Academy at any rate, the plan interrupts.
1	The U.S.S.R.—an Economic and Social Survey, London, 1944.
2	Soviet Communism, 3rd edition, 1944, p. 771.

